
IJSP for Individuals   FAQ 
 
Application Procedure & Costs 
 
Q1. Can IFIE arrange my visa for entering Japan? 
A. No. Please acquire a visa yourself. IFIE cannot act as a visa guarantor, nor 
provide an invitation letter for a visa. 
 
Q2. Can I participate in the program with my friends or family? 
A. Yes, of course. However, you will likely not be able to stay with the same host 
family. 
 
Q3. I’m currently studying Japanese on my own. Can I participate in the program? 
A. No. Only people who are studying Japanese at a university or Japanese 
language school, or people who have previously joined the IJSP / Eurocentres 
program in Ishikawa may participate. 
 
Q4. What happens if I have to return to my country for some reason during the 
program? 
A. You may return to your country, however as a general rule the participation fee 
will not be refunded. 
 
Q5. Should the participation fee be paid in Japanese yen? Is it possible to cancel? 
A. The participation fee must be paid in Japanese yen (we can give you change). 
Cancelling after the payment is made is not possible. 
 
Q6. Can I apply for the program more than once? 
A. Yes, you can apply every year. 
 
Q7. I don’t currently have a passport. Can I participate? 
A. You may apply. Please make sure you organise a passport in time. 
 
Q8. Who needs to sign my certificate of student status? 
A. A teacher or staff member from the school you are attending.  
 
Q9. How is the information in the Application Form used? 
A. The information is used for the selection of program participants. If you are 
accepted, it will also be used for matching you with a host family and deciding 
which Japanese class you will join. 
 
Q10. Does the participation fee include the homestay fee and flight and train 
expenses? 
A. The homestay fee, as well as bus/train expenses from your homestay to Rifare 
are included. The following are NOT included: airfare to Japan, train/air fares to 
Kanazawa, daily lunch money, bus money during cultural activities. These costs 
are in addition to the money paid to IFIE. 
 
Q11. I won’t arrive in time for the orientation on the first day. Is that OK? 
A. The orientation is important; you must attend. Please change your flights and 



/or train so that you arrive in time. 
 
 
Cultural Activities 
 
Q12. What are the cultural activities? 
A. Wearing a kimono, making Japanese sweets and gold leaf craftwork are the 
planned activities. There is no refund if you don’t join the activities. 
 
Q13. Can I change the cultural activity, or choose not to attend? 
A. The cultural experiences are predetermined by IFIE and cannot be changed. 
There will be no refund if you do not attend. 
 
Q14. What should I do on afternoons with no planned cultural activities? 
A. You are free to go wherever you like. You can also study in the library. Please 
make sure to keep safe and not return to your host family’s house late. 
 
Japanese Classes 
 
Q15. Are there classes every day? How many hours of classes are there in a day? 
A. Classes are from Monday to Friday. The class time is from 9am to 12pm. 
 
Q16. Is there homework? 
A. This will be decided in consultation with your teacher. 
 
 
Q17. Can I continue taking Japanese classes after the program has finished? 
A. Yes, you can apply for Japanese lessons. However, homestay and cultural 
activities are not included. 
 
Q18. I want to improve my speaking skills. Can you customise the lesson content 
and textbooks for me? 
A. No. Lesson content and texts will be selected by IFIE according to the Japanese 
level. 
 
Q19. How is the class level decided for participants? 
A. We use the application form you submitted beforehand, and also a placement 
test taken after arriving. 
 
Q20. After beginning, if I find that the class content is too difficult or too easy for 
me, can I change to another class? 
A. As a general rule, changing classes is not possible. 
 
Homestay 
 
Q21. Where will I do the homestay? 
A. You will stay at the house of an IFIE-registered host family in Ishikawa 
prefecture. Each day, you will travel to Rifare from your homestay by public 
transport (bus or train). The travel time will be approximately 30 to 60 minutes. 



You will have a private room. 
 
Q22. How much will the bus/train cost from my homestay to IFIE? 
A. It will cost between 200 and 600 yen (one way). IFIE will pay this cost. You must 
pay for buses and trains on your days off. Please ask your host family about how to 
get to the station or bus stop from your house, and how to use the bus or train. 
Please listen carefully and takes notes and photographs. 
 
Q23. What things should I pack in preparation for my homestay? 
A. Please see this list on the IJSP website: (http://www.ifie.or.jp/ijsc/ijsp/wp-
content/uploads/2019/03/ijsp_packing_list.pdf) 
You can buy things such as makeup, an umbrella and other consumables here. 
However, people who prefer items they are comfortable with should bring them. 
 
Q24. What should I do if I have an allergy, medical history, or a current illness? 
A. Make sure that you provide details on your application form. Please also write 
down any important notes regarding your medical conditions etc. for staff and your 
host family. 
 
Q25. What should I do if I get injured or become sick during the program? 
A. Make sure you purchase overseas travel insurance. Medical treatment in Japan 
is very expensive. Make sure you take out insurance that covers sickness and 
injury. If you become ill or get injured, be sure to tell your host family or program 
staff. Your host family and IFIE will consult each other and they will take you to 
see a doctor. 
 
Q26. Can I use the internet at my host family’s house? 
A. It depends on the host family. Internet usage may not be possible. If you use the 
internet a lot, we recommend bringing a SIM card or mobile wifi device that can be 
used in Japan. 
 
Q27. What will happen on the first day of the homestay? 
A. You will meet your host family at IFIE. Then you will go and buy bus or train 
tickets, or an IC card. The first day of your homestay is very important. Be sure to 
do the following:  
・Introduce yourself and talk about your hobbies and interests. 
・Make sure you understand the rules of the house and ask if there’s anything you 
should not do. 
・If you have any specific needs or requests, talk about them on the first day. 
 
Q28. What happens on the weekend? 
A. There are no Japanese classes or cultural experiences, so you are free to do as 
you wish. Host families may have their own plans, or they may wish to go 
somewhere with you. If you decide to go somewhere by yourself or with friends, 
please let your host family know, as best you can, where you will go and what time 
you will return. If you don’t, you host family may worry, and they will not know 
whether to make dinner for you or not. 
 
Q29. When will I find out my homestay information? 



A. The host family information will be sent to you at least one month before the 
program begins. 

 
Q30. Can I choose which host family I stay with? 
A. We conduct matching based on what you write in the application form under 
“Host Family Preferences”. If you provide information about yourself (e.g. you like 
cats or dogs, or children, etc.) we will use it to match you with a family, however we 
cannot guarantee that your preferences will be met. 
 
Q31. What should I do if things aren't going well with my host family? 
A. Differences in culture and the way of thinking are normal, which may result in 
misunderstandings and miscommunication. If you have a question or problem, 
please try asking about it and discussing it with your host family. If, however, your 
host family does not prepare meals for you, or won’t talk to you, etc., please speak 
to the IFIE staff. In many cases, trouble occurs as a result of ignoring problems or 
things that you don’t understand. There are Coordinators for International 
Relations (CIR) staff at IFIE who can speak English, Chinese, Korea, Portuguese 
and Russian. If speaking about issues in Japanese is difficult for you, they will help 
you. 


